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Key scriptures:

• John (4:14); 7:37-38

• Ezek 47:1ff

• Rev 7:17; 21:6; 22:1; 22:17

Introduction:

• In the Scriptures, water is often used as a spiritual symbol - water represents something of the character of the Holy Spirit of God…

1. Characteristics of Water

a. Fluid:

i. Anyone who has tried to build a dam wall, or cup their hand to drink water, will know just how flexible and adaptable 
water is:

1. It always finds a way through

2. It moves around obstacles

b. Perseverant:

i. Through constant, unwavering and focused persistence, water can wear a channel in hard rock

c. Penetrative

i. Eg capsizing in a boat, and all the things packed in the bag getting soaked, after just a few moments in the 
water

1. Water got into everything – no space was spared or kept dry
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d. Essential

1. There are many things in our lives which are important and helpful, but are not as essential as water - We 
cannot live without water

ii. Primary versus secondary

1. So often, we tend to focus on the peripheral matters in life, rather than on the essential

a. Lost sense of essence and simplicity

b. Lost sense of wonder

c. Lost sense of stewardship

2. So it is with the Spirit

a. The anointing is vital to everyday life, and yet we so often can take this fact for granted

i. The fact that we born of the incorruptible, dunamis of God

e. Powerful – angry and awesome

i. During floods, we get to see the awesome power of water:

1. Bridges are destroyed like match-sticks

2. Cars are washed away like dinky toys

ii. Big waves pounding up against cliffs is a picture of the power and anger of water

f. Humble 

i. (See Philippians 2:6ff)

ii. Water always flows down-hill

1. As important as water is, we never see it flowing up to the top of a mountain and beating its chest in pride
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2. Water always flows towards the lowest point

3. Rivers make themselves available, the full length of their journey

a. No matter whether it is appreciated, abused, polluted or ignored, the river makes itself available to all 
who would have need of it – children playing; quenching thirst; industrial use etc

4. Soft

a. Water cushions a fall, absorbs, and invites people inside

5. Giving – lives on behalf of others

a. Brings joy and delight

b. Gives relief and refreshing

c. Washes

g. Multi-varied

i. Consider/ imagine…

1. There can be the tranquility of a trickling stream

2. The majesty of a towering and tumbling waterfall

3. The anger of a raging ocean pounding against hard cliffs

4. The austerity of turquoise, transparent waters

5. The soaking of gentle rain

6. The awesomeness of a heavy downpour

7. The transforming power as dead and dry land comes back to life after the rain
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2. This word is not so much about water, as it is about the Spirit…

a. Ezekiel 47:1 “Then he brought me back to the door of the house; and behold, water was flowing from under the threshold of the 
house toward the east, for the house faced east. And the water was flowing down from under, from the right side of the house, 
from south of the altar…”

b. John 4:14 “…but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will 
become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life."

c. John 7:37-38 “Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him 
come to Me and drink. “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'" 

d. Rev 7:17 “…for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; 
and God will wipe every tear from their eyes."

e. Rev 21:6  “Then He said to me, "It is done I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end I will give to the one who thirsts 
from the spring of the water of life without cost.”

f. Rev 22:1 “Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb..”

g. Rev 22:17 “The Spirit and the bride say, "Come " And let the one who hears say, "Come " And let the one who is thirsty come; let 
the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.”

3. Questions

a. Can you think of any other characteristics of water that correspond to the Spirit?

b. Why do you think that water is used so predominantly as a symbol of the Spirit?

c. How do we re-instill a sense of wonder/ appreciation/ value in our lives for the essences of life (eg water; the Spirit)?

4. Those who are thirsty, let them drink…
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